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@ Setonaikai National Park (Rokko Region)
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National parks are designated as outstanding natural scenic
areas characteristic of Japan under the Natural Parks Law
Currently, as of the end of July 2026, 35 national parks have
been designated, accounting for about 5.8% of Japan’ s total
land area. In the parks, anything that impacts the natural
environment and the landscape is regulated, while at the
same time, facilities such as sidewalks and visitor centers are
built, and staff of the Ministry of the Environment, known as
rangers, are involved in their respective management and
monitoring.
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Overview of the Setonaikai National Park
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@Designation March 6, 1934

(Rokko Region was designated in May 1, 1956)
OMH & [EE67,308ha(557x5iiE6,854ha)
@Area Land area 67,308ha

(Rokko region 6,854ha is included)
OHMEME =EER.MTURELH THI10R
@®Prefectures 11 prefectures, including Hyogo Prefecture and

Wakayama Prefecture
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In addition to the views of the Inland Sea’s
archipelago, the Setonaikai National Park boasts a
unigue landscape where the human landscape and
the natural landscape forged by the lives of local
people have harmoniously co-existed since ancient
times. The Setonaikai National Park was designated
as Japan’s first national park in 1934, with the area
around Mt. Washu in Okayama Prefecture, and
through 2 subseguent additional designations, it has
become Japan’s largest national park stretching
from Wakayama Prefecture to Oita Prefecture.

@Characteristics
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@For inquiry
Kinki Regional Environment Office
Kobe Ranger Office
Phone: 078-331-1146
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Mt. Rokko Region of Setonaikai National Park
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Located in the eastern part of the Setonaikai National Park,
the Mt. Rokko region spans Kobe, Ashiya, Nishinomiya, and
Takarazuka Cities. With Summit of Mt. Rokko (931m) at its
center, the area extends about 20km from east to west and
about 7km from north to south.

Although the vegetation was devastated in the past by
forest fires and excessive lumbering which lead the frequent
occurrence of landslide damage throughout most of the Mt.
Rokko region, currently the natural vegetation has returned to
its near-original condition, thanks to the tree-planting projects
started on Mt. Futatabi in 1902 for disaster prevention.

The Mt. Rokko region is a mountainous area with a tableland
structure associated with the upward movement of the
earth’s crust, whose geological feature consists mainly of
granite. For this reason, the topography known as a badland,
which resulted from erosion and weathering, can be seen in
the Rock Garden and the Horaikyo Valley. In other areas, with
widespread evergreens such as the Japanese red oak and
Sudajii (Castanopsis sieboldii), the diversity in vegetation
reflecting an almost 900m difference in elevation can be
seen in, among other things, the beech forests nearby
Momijdani Valley which are valuable for the Seto inland sea
district (Setouchi district).

Starting with the use of the central part of the Mt. Rokko
region by A.H. Groom, an Englishman who built a vacation villa
at Mikuni pond in the Meiji era, the region is now being
developed as a resort area. In contrast, the western side of
the region is developed as a spiritual area through Mt. Maya'’s
Tenjoji temple and Mt. Futatabi’s Tairyuji temple. Since the
introduction of the cable and ropeway systems from the
early-to-mid Showa era, this area continues to be used to this
day by many people as a leisure field including “everyday
climing”.
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Mt. Maya’s History
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{Kikuseidai Observation Platform)

The Kikuseidai Observation Platform is located on an
overhanging southern slope of Mt. Maya at an elevation of
B690m and is a viewing spot from which the sweeping view of
Osaka Bay can be seen
from Wakayama to Awaji
Island. The nightscape
that can be seen from
here is known as the “ten
million dollar nightscape”,
and the name “Kikuseidai”
derives from the
expression a place one
could scoop up city
lights like stars”.
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{Mt. Maya Historic Park)

The place where Tenjoji temple was formerly located is
maintained as a historical park. Tenjoji temple was built with
the imperial request by the Emperor Kotoku in 646. Kobo
Daishi brought back from China a statue of the matriarchal
deity, Maya, the birth mother of Buddha, which is enshrined at
Tenjoji temple, and this
is said to be the origin
of the name of Mt. Maya.
Although former Tenjoji
temple was burned down
in 19786, it has been
moved to the top of the
mountain and it has
been rebuilt.
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{Maya Shizen Kansatsu-en (Maya Nature Park))

Plants and wild birds can be observed in all seasons in this park
that was redeveloped from a former amusement park, where
trees and plants are placed based on a theme for each area.
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Mt. Maya’s Nature
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Large Japanese cedar and Japanese cypress trees assumed
to be about 300 years old still remain in the deep forest of Mt.
Maya Historic Park area and through the back road of the former
Tenjoji temple that stretches from the historical park area to the
Kikuseidai Observation Platform. In the southwestern part of the
park, there is a dead tree, the “Giant Cedar of Maya”, which was
familiar to local residents.

In addition, the Mt. Rokko area is known as a famous place for
hydrangea and it is said that the beautiful blooming of the blue
flowers is due to the acidic soil of weathering granite. In
particular, a variety of hydrangeas can be seen at the Maya
Shizen Kansatsu-en (Maya Nature Park), including such
native-grown plants as tea of heaven hydrangea and
nettle-leaved hydrangea. Further, people can enjoy nature in all
seasons, with anise magnolias and redvein enkianthus in the
spring, autumn foliage in the fall, and silver frost in the winter.
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*#Note service dates

(limited period from spring to autumn)

#Please check the Kobe City
Transportation Bureau website.
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Things require permissions

Classifications of
National Park
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Special -Damaging / planting (trees and bamboos)
Protection | .Grazing cattle
Zones -Storing things / bonfire i

-Catching animals / collecting plants
+Using a car / horse and other
transportation to enter
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-Constructing new / renovating / e

ﬁﬂuiﬂ_’,tﬁ extending a building or artifact

Special -Deforestation (trees and bamboos)

Zones -Collecting minerals, soil, or stones

-Increasing / decreasing of water level

and guantity at rivers, lakes and ponds

-Installing advertisements

-Landfiling at water area i

-Changing shapes of lands \

+ -Catching / collecting designated

animals and plants

-Changing colors of roofs and walls
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